SOUTH PLAINS COLLEGE

CLINICAL 1 HOURS EXPECTATION
TO THE STUDENT PTA :

You are expected to accrue a minimum of 112 hours of clinical time during your Clinical 1.
This means you should be at your clinical, doing clinical-related things, for 8 hours/day, 5
days/week, for 3 weeks. This is a minimum - get as many hours as you can, so you can take
advantage of the opportunities to learn.

Sometimes, a clinical day may be shortened (either scheduled or otherwise) - your Cl may
not work 40 hours/week, or there may be no-shows or cancellations that reduce the day to
fewer than 8 hours, or there may be some other reason. If you find out that you will not be
getting the opportunity to participate in your clinical for at least 8 hours any day, or for 5
days any week, make plans with your Cl to get this minimum time another way. Here are
some ideas:
e REQUIRES AN ON-SITE CI
o Observe/work with another PTA or PT (requires that your Cl be on-site —the PTA/PT
being observed/worked with can serve as your ClI)
o Observe a PT evaluation (requires that your Cl be on-site — the evaluating PT can
serve as your ClI)
e DOES NOT REQUIRE AN ON-SITE CI (activities that do not involve patient interaction do not
require your Cl to be on-site)
o Observe an OT or SLP session with a patient who’s on your Cl’s caseload.
Write practice SOAP notes for treatments you observed.
Analyze treatment/predict the treatment goals for treatments you observed.
Review whatever patient records exist for patients on your Cl’s caseload.
Create treatment plans/activity ideas for patients on your Cl’s caseload.
Research applicable diagnoses/medications/procedures/etc.
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Discuss with your Cl these ideas, and maybe the two of you can add to that list, so when
there’s a hole in the day, or the day starts late or ends early, you don’t have to put your
clinical on hold. Note : if you are not interacting with patients, your Cl does not need to be
on-site.

As long as you’re doing something clinical-related, you can be “on the clock”. Your grade
is based on your CI’s assessment of your performance, but | reserve the right to
reduce/augment it based on your industriousness (so, if you are diligent and meet the
expectation of 40 h/w even though there’s not 40 hours’-worth of PT to observe, that will
reflect welll And, if you accept well-short days without any apparent effort otherwise, that
will also reflect in your grade).

Either way, please overcommunicate with me about what you’re doing (let me know what
the plans are as soon as you know them, and describe what you did that was outside your
“normal” day to make-up for a shortened day)/thinking (let me know whenever a shortened
amount of clinical time is anticipated, and what the plan is for when it occurs)!



